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must ly on his Back three Days and Nights, with his Neck in a Pair of
Stocks, without Meat or Drink, and fined to boot. They have also the
Custom of dipping the naked Hand in boyling Oyl, or liquid Lead, to
clear them from atiocious Crimes, if accused, and if the Accuser scalds
himself in the Trial, he must undergo the Punishment due to the Grime,
which makes People very cautious how they calumniate one another:
And, if any one asperse a Woman with the Name of Whore, and cannot
prove the Aspersion to be Hue, they are fined severely.

The Country is fruitful and healthful, ancl the Air so good, that when
Strangers come hither in a bad State of Health, they seldom fail of a
speedy Recovery; but the small Pox is dreaded as pestiferous, and in the
Province of Kinan that Distemper is most dangerous and most infectious,
so that if any one is seized by that Disease, all the Neighbourhood removes
to two 01 thiee Miles Distance, and builds new Houses, which are easily
done with Bambows and Reeds, which they have in great Plenty. They
leave with the diseased Person a Jar of Water, a Basket of raw Rice, and
some earthen Pots to boyl it in, then they bid him farewel for twenty one
Days. If the Patient has Strength enough to rise and boyl Rice, he may
then recover, if not, he must even die alone. And it is observable, that, while
a Person has that Distemper, the Tiger, for all his Voraciousness, will not
touch him. If the Patient dies within the Term of twenty one Days, then
the Smell certifies them on their approaching the House, and if he live,
they carry him to their new built City, and make him a free Burgess.

I saw the Ceremony of an high Priest's Funeral, and was not a little
pleased with the Solemnity. After the Corps had been kept three or four
Months by Spirits or Gums from Putrefaction, there was a great Mast
fixt in the Ground, so fast, that it could be moved no Way from its perpen-
dicular Position. Then, about fifty or sixty Yards on each Side of that
Mast, four smaller Masts were placed, and fixed perpendicularly in the
Ground. Around the great Mast, in the Middle, were erected three
Scaffolds above one another, the lowermost bigger than the second, and
the third smaller than that, so that it lookt like a Pyramid four Stories
high. The Scaffolds were railed in on each Side, except an open Place
of three or four Foot wide on each Side. All the Scaffolds, and the
Ground below them, were filled with Combustibles. From the Mast
in the Middle four Ropes were carried to the other four Masts, and haPd
tight, and a Fire-rocket on each Rope was placed at the respective small
Masts. Then the Corps was carried to the upper Story of the Pyramid,
and laid flat on the Scaffold, and, after a great Shew of Sorrow among the
People there present, a Trumpet was sounded, which was a Signal to